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CHARLES T. BENTON

DIES IN CALIFORNIA

After Brief llllus at Home of His|
Son Clyde With Whom He Was
Spending the Winter.

" FUNERAL THURSDAY 2 0°CLOCK

Other Deaths During the Past Week
Not Mentioned Elsewhere by Our
Correspondents.

The announcement Sunday morning
of the death of Charles T. Benton, so
familiarly known as “Chuck,” was
received with universal regret by his
host of friends in Brownstown and
elsewhere over the county, where he
was so well and widely known.

His death occurred Saturday even-
ing; January 5, 1 about 5 o’clock
at the home of h son, Clyde, at
Whittier, Cal., where he had spent the
gregter part of £he past two years in
hopds of regaining his health.

Several years ago he ered a
stroke of paraly: from which he
never fully recovered, but was able to
be about and attend to business ,af-
fairs and mingle socially with his
friends. He made an extended visit
here with his daughter, Mrs. Arthur
Greger, and family, the past summer,
returning to California in September
and was in the best of | spirits an
usual health, when he 'left. Aside
from a letter received by Mrs. Greger
last week, stating that he had a se-
vere cold, no word had been received
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Benton was the son o
. and Luicy Benton and wa
born in Brownstown July 17, 1858
His father one of the most pro
minent general merchants in t C
tion of the state in the early histor
of Brownstown and for years conduct
ed what was known as the Bentor
Mammoth Cash Store, occupyving sev
eral rooms on the principal section o
Main street and the public squar
portion of which is now occupied by
the Renton Rlack. corner Main anc
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~ Evansville in September.: He wag
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Walnut streets, which was built and
owned by the sabject of this sketch.

He was united in marriage to Miss
Carrie Frysinger, December 14,31881.
To their union were born one son,
Clyde, and one danghter, Mrs. Pearl
Greger, who survive him. He also
leaves one brother, Ford Benton, of

EEZ)

Muncie, and _two grandchildren,
Charle: and Arthur Greger, both of in
His wife p d him |§

to the xrave, December 23, 1921.
Mr. Benton was a faithful and ac-
tive member of the Methodist church
and was ever ready to contribute to
its support and giving of his time and |f
energy for its advancement. He rep-
resented his home church as a layman
delegate in its last conference held.at

support to the principles of the party.
He served as central comitteeman
and from 1908 to 1916 served as post- |V
master nml was one > most oblig- |E
ever

town has
For many_ years
mercantile busin
'n Wright Vermil
hich place he filled up to the time |t
Vermilya closed uux ¢his stock and
retired from b s about 15 years
ago.
Mr. Benton

public
special
characteristics was his love and loyal-
ty to his home town, Brownstown, |d
where he spent practically “his entire
life. He not only lent his moral and
financial support for upbuilding his
home town in many ways, but he took
a remarkably keen civic pnde in the
appearance of the town, in fact, we
cannot recall a single person who took
mofe interest in the town in this re-
spect than he did. It was no uncom-
mon sight in the spring and summer
months to see Mr. Benton during
some of his leisure time with a long
pair of pruning shears trimming the
trees in the court house park to im-
prove their symetrical appearance.
Only last summer, on his last visit
home, he made a proposition to John
Cooley, custodian of the court house,
that if the county would furnish the
paint, he woula paint the ornamental
cannon and cannon balls in the court
house park, and that very day he
donned his ‘overalls and began ‘o ap-
ply the paint. At another time .he|:
personally gave a cash premium of |j
$10 for the best kept lawn in Browns- 1,
town. We merely mention these in-]
stances to illustrate the extent he
would go in this respect.

In the home he was a loving, ten-
‘der and considerate father and the
source of much of his happiness was |-
found in the companionship of  his|;
children and grandchildren. Possessed |
of a pleasing personality he drew a-|'
bout him a host of friends. He was
truly a sociable and genial man and
practiced the principles he taught.

The remains, accompanied by _his
son, are expected here this afternoon
and will be taken to the home of his
daughter.

Funeral services will be conducted
at the Methodist church Thursday. af-
ternoon at 2 o'clock under the aus-
pices of the F. N the
Rev. T. R. Anthony, assisted by the
Rev. F. M. Moore, officiating. Burial
in Fairview cemetery
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