John L. Vinson

SAD SUICIDE.

Occupant Name: John L. Vingen. virson ends s Exist-

ence With Carbolic Acid.

y of Children With-

Leaying A Fal

Location: Section M’ LOt 2 out Parental Care.

Date of Birth: 12/11/1858
Date of Death:  3/23/1902
Date of Burial:  3/27/1902
Veteran: No

Lot Owner: John Vinson
Multiple Occupants:  No

Comment:

Neyer was this commnnity more
shocked than last Sunday evening
when the startling news was spread
that John L. Vinson, one of onr most
highly respected citizens, bhad com-
mitted snicide, and immediatly a clond
of gloom spread over the sunligkt of
the first bright and cheerful day ol
spring.

Mr. Vipson has been the night
operator for the B. & 0.5 w. Ry. Co..
at Vallenia since the change was made
here some months ago. He worked at
night and slept during the day. San-
duy morning be returned home at the
usual time and sdemed in good spirits.
After shaving hims=1f and reading the
paper and a chapter in the bible he
retired ro his roow about 10:30 o'clock,
which was the last seen of him alive.
He seemed more affectionate to his
children than ususl during the wora-
ing, and asked them all to attend
church services during the day.

Alout 5 o'clock in the evening his
danghter, Miss Clevie,aged 17, went to
the foot of the stairs to call her father
to supper. She called several times
and, receiving no reply, started to hbis
room. On mnearnicg the room she

' noticed the odor of carbolic acid aud
when she reached the door saw her
father's pale fac= on the piflow. Fearing
that something was wrong she went to
her npeighbor's, B. A. Wesner, and
asked him to go and see what was the
matter with her father. Mr. Wesner
went up stairs and discoyered that Mr.
Vinson was dead.

There was no evidence of pain or
straggle whatever. He had gone to
bed and his positiou looked as if hehad
‘been resting peacefully. Beside him
under the bed covers was an empty car-
bolic acid buttle, which alone told the
awful tale of the mannerin ‘which he
ended his life. In one of his pockets
another bottle full of the deadly acid
was found.

Not a line was found which would
explain why he committed sich a rash
act. An envelope addressed to bis
danghter Clevie was found, but it only
contained fhis check for his month’s
wages, properly indorsed. A few quo-
tations frowm the bible werefound in his
bible, but they had evideutly been
written some time, and whether they
~had any bearing on his case is only a
matter of conjecture.

Why be took his life will quite likely

never be known. He has seemed some-
what despondent sjnce the death of
his wife last fall. He also worried
mauch oyersthe fact that he was com
pelled to be away from his children at
night. It was understood that he had
day work offered bim in Obio, but he
did not seem to want to leave here.
» He- evidently had the act under
contemplation for some time, for the
acid was purchased of Chas. Brock
some time in February. In comversa-
tion with different persons recently he
also seemed disheartened.

‘The occurrence is extremely sad from ‘
the fact that he leaves a family of |

/ children, the youngest a little girl only
seven years old, to tread the dangerous
path of life without the tender care
and guidance of father or mother.

Mr. Vinson: was a man of a high
moral character and had the confidence
and esteemn of a large circle of ac-
_ quaintances in this county, baving fol-

.u lowed his occupation as an operator at

% this place, Vallonia and Medora for

interest in temperance work.

when last heard fiam was in Texas
and is sapposed to be living.

The subjsct of this sketchlwas united
in marriage to Flork A. Hamiltcn, of
DiHsboro, Ind., March 2, 2879, To tkis
uonicn were born five chiidren: Grace
(oow Mrs. Carl | Reinbold), Clevie.
Claud. Nellie (w! hL died in infancy),
and Mamie.

He first came to Vallonia, Ind., in
April of 1887. and from there to
Brownstown in Mdrch of 1900.

the Methodist Episcopal church at
Vallonia, Tnd., uutil about six years

ship to the Independant Methodist
church at Harrimpn, Tenn.. a church
which is made 19 strictly of active
Probibitionists.

of the Vallonia Lodge of Kuigbts of
Pytbias, and had beeu a urewter of the

abont seven years.

rvices were held at
TEa

V. C. Mhuurlluﬂhl
vhih the remains were
aid to rest iv Faliview ceunetery

The grief stricken coiidren have the |
sincere and bravhtelt sywpatby of a
host of friends i theit sad ailiction.
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With his wife hd was a wmember of |,

ago, when he transterred his member- |;

The departed wL a charter member ||

Order of Railrogd Telegrapbers for|
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