Thelma Smith
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Date of Burial:
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Drowns.

| Thelma Smith, Age 10, River
Victim, as Mother and Sis-
ter Narrowly Escape.

'Funeral HeldMonday

| Child Was Daughter of Mrs. El
| sie Reinhart Smith, of Browns-
town-.-Were on Picnic.
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| Stepping into a deep hole, Thelma
! Smith, age 10, of Brownstown, was
| carried away by the swift current and

her mother, Mrs. Elsie Reinhart
. Smith, and her sister, Phyllis, age

nine, narrowly escaped drowning
| while wading in White river Satur-
' day afternoon,

Funeral services for the little girl
were held Monday morning at ten
o'clock at the Baptist church in
| Brownstown, the Rev. W. E. Rix, pas-
'tof, officiating. Burial was made in
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age six, prepared a picnic lunch Sat-
urday morning leaving home about
ten o'clock. They stopped at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Emmet Burrell un-
til noon when Mrs. Burrell and her
small son, Pat, accompanied them for

a trip to the river. They ate lunch ‘j
near Stilwell's ferry and later went to |
the river to go wading. Thelma, who
took a special delight in picnics, had
been begging her mother for more
than a week to go to the river wad-

ing.

After playing in the sand on the
bar and wading in the shallow water,
Mrs. Smith, holding Thelma and
Phyllis by the hand, started to wade
across the river. They were in water
about knee deep when they stepped
off into a deep hole with water over

stream. Thelma was jerked loose
| from her mother’s grasp, but
grabbed
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_|Mrs. Burrell was more than a hun-
;/dred feet away at the time and was
'lumbhﬂolendmm. She
. |thought that she saw Thelma's head
4 @bove the water once.

4| Mrs. Smith, when she reached the
s | Opposite bank and realizing that her
.lmhulbeenuﬂusmdown
_ | the river, called for help to Virgil
‘mmmm who were
. fishing quite a distance below. As
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after they had stepped in-the hole.

By the time the body was recovered
a large crowd had gathered and many
took turns in applying resuscitation
methods, which however, proved fu-
tile. They did not give up, however,
until she was pronounced. dead by a
physician,
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